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Famous African Americans
Muhammad Ali: The Greatest

In 1942, Cassius Clay was bom in Louisville, Kentucky. In 1960, during
the Summer Olympics, Clay won a gold medal in boxing. Four years later, in
1964, he won his first world heavyweight title.' The same year, Clay joined the.
Muslim faith. He changed his name to Muhammad Al

Al was the greatest boxer of his time—and he knew it In fact, he called
himself “The Greatest”In the 1970s, Ali became one of the most famous people
in the world. He was known not justfor hs faith and his fighting. His courage, his
way of speaking, and his desire to help others also made him famous.

Today, Al suffers from Parkinson's disease.? It affects his brain. The
disease makes it difficult for him 1o speak or use his body. Afer the terrorist
attacks of September 11, 2001, he put these diffculties aside. All addressed®
the nation as a Muslim. He talked about his faith. He urged America not to look
‘down on Muslim people because of the attacks. He thought itwas important to
speak out. Others admired his courage. In 2005, Al was honored wih the
Presidential Medal of Freedom for his role in working for equality and civil rights.
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